Few would disagree that peer-reviewed scientific journals play a pivotal and crucial role in the academic and clinical life of our speciality. The editors of this publication go to considerable pains to ensure that every paper submitted receives prompt, equal and even-handed attention. To this end, a carefully chosen panel of reviewers works under a strict rule of bilateral anonymity. Authors can be therefore assured that reviews are dispassionate and uninfluenced by knowledge of a paper's origin. Reviewers' responses are equally unfettered in the certain knowledge that only anonymous copies of their assessments will be conveyed to authors. These measures, in company with the continuous scrutiny of the editors and the editorial committee, ensure that, as mUch as is humanly possible, this Journal fulfils its mandate to publish accurate, concise and peer-reviewed material to the benefit of our speciality as well as to that of a wider audience of physicians and scientists practising in other fields.
And so to the responsibilities of authors submitting material for publication. Our Intructions for Authors clearly indicates that material should be original and that no substantial part is to have been published elsewhere except for abstracts of oral commuications which should be acknowledged. All authors should attest to this statement and must review and re-attest to all second or later drafts of the paper. Each and every author must be prepared to publicly defend the paper in its published entirety. The inclusion of honorary authors, be they heads of departments, helpful advisers or benefactors, must be strongly deprecated. The names of such people should appear, along with disclosure of financial or other support, in the acknowledgements section of the paper. It goes without saying that ethical requirements must be observed to the letter, a statement regarding compliance with strict human and animal ethical guidelines being mandatory. This in general will be comprised of certification from an appropriate institutional ethics committee. In those rare instances where the study has been conducted in a region bereft of such bodies, an in-house journal committee will retrospectively assess the matter. It is stressed that an author's personal opinion that a study did not require ethical review is totally unacceptable. Such decisions are the raison d'etre of ethics committees and they must review all studies taking place under the auspices of their institution. In general, manuscripts should be prepared in accordance with 'Uniform requirements for manuscripts submitted to biomedicaljournals'l which is summarised in the Instructions for Authors included in every issue of this journal.
Dishonesty in relation to scientific publishing has a long and unsavoury history. Details of recorded cases are fascinating but this is not the right place to catalogue them. Suffice to say that there is something in the human spirit, desirous in some cases above all, to see its name in print. Another major factor has been a requirement on the part of certain universities and other academic bodies for excessively large numbers of published papers as a prerequisite to individual academic advancement. Such concentration on quantity to the detriment of quality should have no place in any sensible selection process as it has, in the past, had the effect of driving certain ambitious individuals into careers marked by questionable practices in regard to publishing. These can range from deliberate falsification of results to massaging of data 'just to smooth the curves' (the outliers must be artefact), to plagiarism. It is essential that the permission of authors and editors be obtained before any substantial part of another person's copyrighted work is republished either in its original or some reworked form.
The least but commonest sin in this sad litany, which is in some ways more offensive, is that of double or multiple publication. The last-mentioned is reaching epidemic proportions and all major journals have detected it in one or other of its manifestations in recent times. Journal editors have always been perfectly clear as to how they should manage overt serious fraud. Once this has been proven it will be publicly exposed and the paper retracted. But until recently the lesser end of the fraud spectrum has been substantially ignored. As a result of the activities of the International Commitee of Medical Journal Editors who are responsible for the Uniform Requirements 1 , a meeting of editors of Anaesthetic Journals worldwide has been held at two year intervals over the last eight years during either a European or World Congress of Anaesthesiology. At the most recent meeting at the 8th European Congress of Anaesthesiology in Warsaw in 1990, much of the discussion focused on various forms of double publication. It was agreed that it was unacceptable to publish, in whole or in part, the same material in two journals. An example which will be regarded as double publication but may not appear to authors as such, is the use of one set of control data coupled to one or other set of experimental data submitted to different journals. We feel strongly that multiple papers emanating from a single study should be submitted to and assessed by the same journal.
It should therefore be clear to all aspiring authors that international collaboration is being brought to bear in an effort to control these excesses. Detection is now more likely and exposure more certain. This Editorial follows close on the heels of similar advice published in recent issues of Anesthesiology, Anesthesia and Analgesia, British Journal of Anaesthesia 2 and Anaesthesia. The Canadian Journal of Anaesthesia is also publishing a similar message. We are in regular communication with these journals and we all hold mutually consistent views.
The research and experience published in a journal such as ours must conform to the highest moral, ethical and scientific standards. This is the least we can expect of ourselves and the standard by which we should be judged. When the truth is at stake, everyone of us is accountable and each one will be held to account.
